carpathian Rutheniafell under the rule of the invading Magyars and was held by them until 1918 when both parts were again reunited.
In the early times, the entire population governed itself by unwritten customary law. The law developed separately but similarly in the Czech part of the country and in Slovakia and Subcarpathian Ruthenia which were subject to the Hungarian crown. Both kingdoms were frequently united in personal union, having the same king. As to landholding, the settlers lived in tribes and larger families and were entirely free with no superior authority with respect to the land on which they lived. By the 13th century, the customary law developed into three separate branches, namely the law of the nobility, city law, and village law. It found itself within the feudal system that had developed. The law of the nobility applied to the lords who held free land, the city law to the cities and their citizens, and the village law to the tenants of mainly leased land. The cities stood originally under the authority of the lord founder and his successors to whom individual tenants paid rent for the leasing of the land, but by the 13th century all city land became free land owned by individual citizens in accordance with city law.2 An opposite trend developed in village law, where the lords attempted to apply the rules established for the tenants of leased land also to originally free tenants who owned their land. The authority of the lords over their tenants grew steadily. After the religious wars in the 15th cen-* The views expressed here are solely those of the author. 1. Jaromir ?elakovský, Pov£echn£ desk£ D6iny Prdvni'(Czech Legal History), 2nd ed., Prague 1900, 7-10. 2. Id., 11-13, 27-31, 74-78. tury, the previously existing self-government and considerable independence of the tenants were being replaced by a direct rule of the lords, who by their regulations made the law for all persons settled on their land. By the 16th century, the rule of the lords over the tenants was absolute and with a few exceptions, they became serfs in personal villeinage.
Deepest oppression of the peasants occurred in the 17th and 18th centuries. They had to work on their lords' land and had to support themselves from work on plots of land assigned to them by the lords. All land belonged to the lords, but in return for the land assigned to the peasants, they had to labor on the lords' land in proportion to the size of their assigned plots. The size of the peasant land differed from a maximum of about 45 acres to less than two acres. The average holding was about 11 acres but a great number of the peasant population held only the land on which their cottage stood with a one to two acre backyard. From the product of the land they had to feed themselves and their families and pay taxes to the King as well as make other payments to the lord from whom they held the land. They had to work on the lords' land generally for three days per week for free but frequently the whole week except Sundays and holidays. 4 4
At the same time (16th to 18th centuries), the peasants fell into personal serfdom. They belonged to the lord of the land who could freely move them to another land in his possession, but they could not leave the land without the permission of the lord, nor could they marry, learn a trade or obtain higher education without his permission. They were reduced to virtual slavery.s Their constant petitions and complaints were ignored by the lords and their only remedy was consequently an insurrection. There were many local insurrections as well as larger ones encompassing broad regions in 1680 and 1775 that were eventually suppressed by royal military force, but on the other hand, they brought about royal decrees defining and alleviating the lot of the peasants. A royal decree limiting the excesses of the lords against the peasants was issued by King and Emperor Leopold I on 28 June 1680, which proclaimed the principle that peasants should not be required to perform forced labor (socage services) on the lords' lands for more than three days per week.6 Another decree was issued by King and Emperor Charles VI on 22 February 1717, that expressly limited forced labor to three days per week. As the decree was circumvented by the lords, Charles VI issued a new one on 27 January 1738, which reaffirmed its provisions but permitted a full week forced labor in special circumstances.8 Forced labor was further defined
